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4 US. reactif we delivered rockets near their
borders with Canada or Mexico?” he point-
edlyasked

Putin’s increasingly combative rhetoric,
coupled with Russia’s recent huge troop
buildup on its border with Ukraine (which
it has since drawn down) caused concern
that the Kremlin wasreadyingan invasion to
pull the country back into Russia’s sphere of
influence and prevent its accession to NATO.

But war was and is hardly foreordained,
given the costs that Russia could face if it
invaded its neighbor. Although Ukraine’s mil-
itary forcesare still no match for Russia’s, they
would be far better at defending the country
than theywere in 2014, when Russia grabbed
Crimea and intervened in the eastern Donbas
egion to support pro-Russian separatists.
ussian aggression has alienated most Ukrai-
ians, making widespread popular resistance
likely if Russia tries to seize a major chunk of
the country. Putin can expect not only heavy
Russian casualties, but also the severe eco-
nomic sanctions that the United States and
its European allies are currently weighing,

With Kussia facing such clear downsides 1
it opts for war, diplomacy has a reasonable

ward outpost of the West's best weaponry.
Although Russia's aggression against and
coercion of its neighbor is unacceptable, its
concern about a militarized Ukraine enter-
ing NATO is understandable. Major powers
don't like it when other major powers show
up ontheirdoorsten
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